Mass Highway letterhead  

July 7, 1994

Mr. Donald E. Hammer,Division Administrator

Federal Highway Administration

Transportation Systems Center

Cambridge, MA  02142

 Re:  Schell Memorial Bridge Demolition Project, Northfield, MA

Dear Mr. Hammer:

The Town of Northfield  has requested the Department to remove the Schell Bridge, spanning the Conneticut River.  The bridge has been closed to traffic since 1985 and the Department proposes to demolish it using federal funds.  The bridge was determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper on June 28, 1981 (attached) and has been recorded by the Historic American Engineering Record during the summer of 1990.  The demolition of the bridge, although warranted, will constitute an adverse effect, under Section 106.  Therefore, I am providing project documentation and a MOA for your review.

                                     Project Background

The Schell Bridge is located north of the historic town center of Northfield land spans the Connecticut River approximately two and one half miles south of the state lines of Vermont and New Hampshire.  The bridge, along with East Northfield Road connects State Routes 10 and 142 and the villages of East and West Northfield.  The bridge owned, and formerly operated, by the Town of Northfield.  It was constructed in 1903; a Pennsylvania type through truss with arched chords and unusual cantilevered end spans, it is also 515 feet long and has been closed to traffic since 1985 due to severe deterioration particularly of its lower chords.  Although closed, the bridge has continued to deteriorate and poses a serious threat to the public and to the environment because failure anywhere in the lower chords could cause the bridge to collapse into the river.  The Northfield Board of Selectmen and the MHD have made its removal a top priority.

                                National Register Properties

The Schell Bridge itself is the only National Register property in the immediate vicinity; the northern extreme of the Northfield Main Street Historic District is located approximately a mile to the southeast.  There is one reported archaeological site in the vicinity of the project area.  However, the project only includes removal of the bridge without removal of the abutements, and construction of a small cul de sac for U-turns within the limits of the existing approaches.  The demolition is therefore, unlikely to affect any archaeological remains.
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7. Original Owner (if known) Robert Schell

Original use  Vehicular traffic

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Same

8.  Historical significance.

This bridge was given to the town by Francis B. Schell, a New York financier, Northfield summer resident, who built Schell Chateau, as a memorial to his father and mother - Mary and Robert Schell.  Started in 1901-completed in 1903.  The cost not to exceed $32,000.  It is unique as an individual paid for the structure.

The bridge is structurally unique as it has two parallel modified Pratt trusses, cantilivered at both ends.  The two piers and two abutments of granite.  Center span 3352 feet, cantelivered span to abutment is 80 ft.  The trusses are spaced 20ft apart.  There is a wood plank deck and wood stringers.  The roadway is 17ft 2inches.

It is also unique in that it connects the east and west sides of the town. Northfield is the only town in New England which is situated on BOTH sides of the river.

The plan of the bridge is in the Town Archives in the Town Hall.

A special Schell Bridge Study Committee is in process of trying to save the bridge for vehicular traffic - or finding other transportation route to replace this structure.

Built by New England Structural Co., Boston, Edward S. Shaw.

Town Report 1904.  $27,010 was paid the rest for deck.

It is local legend that Mr. Schell became tired of his horses jumping on the old structure.  This was two level, wood with the train underneath.  Whatever, it was the connection to the west Northfield Railroad Station and the Conferences in East Northfield, which was what attracted Mr. Schell to Northfield.
